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By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

During Lent, students 
at Catholic high schools 
throughout the Erie Diocese 
are finding God’s mercy and 
love through the sacrament 

Catholic high schools to hold penance 
services during Lent

of  reconciliation. 
The diocese’s Catholic 

Schools Office and Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry are 
sponsoring penance services 
at all seven Catholic high 
schools. 

Services have already taken 

place at Venango Catholic 
High School, Oil City; Cathe-
dral Preparatory School, Erie; 
and Villa Maria Academy, 
Erie. Services are scheduled 
for Mercyhurst Preparatory 
School, Erie; Elk County Cath-
olic High School, St. Marys; 
DuBois Central Catholic High 
School, DuBois; and Kennedy 
Catholic High School, Her-

mitage.
Father Nick Rouch, vicar 

for education, and Father 
Steve Schreiber, director of  
youth and young adult minis-
try, will visit each school much 
like they did a year ago. Last 
year, they celebrated Mass and 
met with campus ministry and 
theology departments. 

“Our goal is to support the 
schools and we felt the sup-
port, as well,” Father Rouch 
said. “It was very affirming all 
around.” 

This spring, they want to 
call young people to take their 
faith seriously. At the encour-
agement of  Bishop Donald 
Trautman, the message will 
focus on reconciliation.  

Similar to penance services 
held at many parishes dur-
ing Lent, each visit will start 
with an all-school assembly 
where students will be guided 
through an examination of  
conscience. No one will be 
forced to go to confession, 
Father Rouch said, and non-
Catholics can choose to pray 
and talk with a priest one on 
one. Bishop Trautman will be 
available for confessions as his 
schedule allows along with 
priests from each area. 

“This is a powerful way to 
emphasize the mercy of  God 
in the sacrament of  penance,” 
Father Rouch said.

School visits always include 
a message about vocations, he 
added. In this Year for Priests, 
they will also share the story 
of  the ministry of  St. John Vi-

anney, who is the patron saint 
of  priests. 
 “As a priest, I love this ex-
perience,” Father Rouch said. 
“It’s encouraging to see kids 
trying to live their faith. It’s 
beautiful that they’re able to 
be so honest.” 
 Curriculum update: All 39 
Catholic schools in the diocese 
are in the process of  reviewing 
their theology curricula. This 
year, they’re comparing their 
offerings to the guidelines sug-
gested by the United States 
Conference of  Catholic Bish-
ops (USCCB). 
 “They’re looking at text-
books, the order of  topics and 
seeing if  anything is missing,” 
Father Rouch said. Some items 
that were previously electives 
may need to be included in 
the core curriculum and vice 
versa, he said. “It’s a process, 
and the schools are welcoming 
it.”
 Hope & Power numbers:
With one stop left on the Hope 
& Power tour, approximately 
1,000 high school students 
have participated in the wor-
ship experience. The tour, 
which is replacing the diocesan 
senior high school youth rally 
this year, offers young people 
an opportunity to meet Christ 
in a conversion experience. 
 “We’re really reaching out 
to a lot of  kids who have never 
attended a youth event like this 
before,” Father Schreiber said.

 Staff  reports contributed to this 
story.

In 2008, the number of deaths 
outpaced the number of baptisms 
in the Erie Diocese. There were 
1,666 baptisms that year and 
2,613 deaths. The number of 
baptisms peaked in 1950 when 
there were 6,664 in the diocese 
(and only 2,317 deaths). The 
number of annual baptisms has 
been in decline since 1950 with the 
diocese reporting 4,664 in 1980; 
3,410 in 1990 and 2,195 in 2000.

 Father Jonathan Schmolt hears a confes-
sion Dec. 4 at Blessed Sacrament in Erie 
during a Hope & Power tour stop. Penance 

services at all Catholic high schools will 
give students the opportunity to go to con-
fession during Lent. 

By Jason Koshinskie
FaithLife editor

 In the last three years, the annual Catholic 
Charities Ball has raised more than $130,000 
which has gone directly to families in need who 
are of  all faiths throughout the Erie Diocese. 
 Requests at Catholic Charities four emergen-
cy assistance centers (Good Samaritan Center, 
Clearfield; Prince of  Peace Center, Farrell; St. 
Elizabeth Center, Oil City; and St. Martin Cen-
ter, Erie) have risen 30 percent in the past year. 
 Catholic Charities agencies and services ex-
tend throughout the 13 counties of  the Erie 
Diocese offering many forms of  aid and support 
throughout northwest Pennsylvania. 
 The ball is Catholic Charities’ single-largest 
fundraiser of  the year. Last year’s ball raised a 
record of  more than $53,000. Proceeds from 
the 15th annual Catholic Charities Ball, which 
will be held Saturday, April 16 at the Bayfront 
Convention Center in Erie, will once again go to 
families in need. 
 “Our goal at the ball is to showcase the exten-
sive outreach of  Catholic Charities to people of  
all faiths and cultures,” said Dr. Emma Lee Mc-
Closkey, who oversees the ball. 
 Themed “World of  Wonder,” invitations are 
in the form of  airline tickets. Theme baskets 
will reflect different heritages, including an Irish 
woolen sweater and Belleek pottery, a Japanese 
dinner for eight and pottery and a table runner 
from the diocese’s Mission of  Friendship in Mer-
ida, Mexico. The dance contest this year will be 

Catholic Charities Ball to benefit people in need
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15TH ANNIVERSARY CATHOLIC CHARITIES BALL

Date

FRIDAY APRIL 16 2010

Arrival      Departure

700pm / 1100pm

In-Flight Entertainment

TENNESSEE BACKPORCH

BAYFRONT CONVENTION CENTER

ROUND TRIP
$75 PER PASSENGER
 
HELPING HANDS AWARDEES
ATTY. AND MRS. JAMES TOOHEY

If you would like a 
ticket sent to you, 
call 814-824-1250

the cha cha, adding to the 
international flavor. 

“Everything is to help 
patrons be mindful of  the 
cultures we serve,” Mc-
Closkey said. “We want to 
light up their hearts with 
appreciation.” 

The event includes 
more than 30 major cor-
porate sponsors with 
LECOM the lead sponsor 
in the Diamond Circle. 

The host circle, which 
includes more than 30 
couples, is chaired by Tim 
and Annalynn Shuttle-
worth. 

Atty.  Jim and Mary 
Ann Toohey will be hon-
ored with the Helping 
Hands Award. Created in 
2006 by Catholic Chari-
ties, the award is given 
annually to an individual, 
family or organization that has demonstrated 
outstanding dedication to their community and 
church.

Back by popular demand will be a dance com-
petition featuring local celebrities. Competing this 
year are: Amanda Post, WICU TV; Rebecca Styn, 
marketing director at Medical Associates of  Erie; 
Gwen White, Erie Insurance Group; Meg Lon-
charic, contributing writer for the Erie Times-News; 

SAVE THE DATEE

Atty. Tim Wachter, Knox McLaughlin Gornall & 
Sennett, P.C.; Bill Feehley, Niagara Plastics; Vin-
cent Halupczynski, CPA at Malin Bergquist & 
Co., LLP; Danny Geary, accomplished bagpiper 
and aspiring social worker. 

Hors d’oeuvres are included and a cash bar 
will be available. Tickets are $75 each. Call 
814.824.1250 or visit www.ErieRCD.org for more 
information. 

PUNXSUTAWNEY – The 
annual Chrism Mass will be held 
Monday, March 29 at Ss. Cosmas 
and Damian Parish in Punx-
sutawney beginning at 4 p.m. 

At the Chrism Mass, which 
is celebrated during Holy Week, 
Bishop Donald Trautman will 
bless the sacred oils used for cel-
ebrating the sacraments. 

The bishop will bless the oil 
of  catechumens (used for adult 
catechumens and infants) and the 
oil of  the sick (used in anointing 
the sick) and consecrate the oil of  
chrism (used for the sacraments 
of  baptism, confirmation and the 
ordination of  priests and for the 
consecration of  altars). 

After the Mass, the oils are 
then brought to each parish in the 
diocese for use in celebrating the 
sacraments throughout the com-

Chrism Mass set for March 29 in Punxsutawney 

Students from Ss. Cosmas and Damian School in Punxsutawney 
prepare and label bottles that will be used to transport the holy oils 
blessed during the Chrism Mass back to each parish in the diocese. 

ing year. 
Priests of  the diocese are en-

couraged to attend to renew their 
commitment of  service and to re-

ceive the support and prayers of  the 
people. 

The public is also invited to at-
tend.

Lenten regulations, calendar available 
on Web

All Fridays in Lent and Good Friday are days of  
abstinence from meat for those 14 years of  age and 
older. Good Friday is also a day of  fasting for those 
ages 18 to 58 inclusive. The official Lenten regula-
tions from Bishop Donald Trautman are available 
on the Erie Diocese’s official Web site at www.Eri-
eRCD.org. 

For a printable 
Lenten calendar, visit 
www.ErieRCD.org. 
Sponsored by Catho-
lic Charities’ Office 
of  Parish Social Min-
istry/Respect Life, 
the calendar provides a Scripture verse, reflection 
and activity suggestion for each day of  Lent.

Knights of Columbus membership blitz
The annual Knights of  Columbus membership 

blitz will take place in parishes of  the diocese on the 
weekend of  March 20-21. 

The Knights of  Columbus 
is the world’s largest Catholic 
lay organization. Last year its 
members contributed $150 
million to charitable and 
benevolent causes and gave 
nearly 70 million hours of  
volunteer service to the church and local communi-
ties. 

There are currently 62 Knights of  Columbus 
councils in the Erie Diocese. 

Bishop Donald Trautman has asked all pastors to 
be supportive of  the Knights who will be conduct-
ing the membership blitz this year. 

March 23 St. Toribio de Mogrovejo

March 25 Annunciation of  the Lord

March 28 Palm Sunday

April 1 Holy Thursday

April 2 Good Friday

April 3 Vigil of  Easter

April 4 Resurrection of  the Lord

 St. Mary, St. Marys – Saturday, March 20 at 
10 a.m. Confirmation classes include Queen of  
the World, St. Marys, and St. Mary, St. Marys. 

 Good Shepherd, West Middlesex – Sunday, 
March 21 at 11:30 a.m. Confirmation classes in-
clude Good Shepherd, West Middlesex, and St. 
Bartholomew, Sharpsville. 

 St. James, Erie – Monday, March 22 at 7 
p.m. 
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CLOCK REPAIR
Burdie’s Clock Shop
238 South Main St.
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403
(814) 398-8263

“We Make House Calls”

Dave Ras
owner

Amy Ras
office

Carol Ras
office

Jim Winarski
mgr.

Dave Ras
owner

Amy Ras
office

Carol Ras
office

Jim Winarski
mgr.

All your collision needs.
Special Wash & Wax...$50

453-6185

Since 1950

60 Years of Excellence

IN THE U.S.

Researchers are working on an in-
depth study of  Catholic parish life in the 
United States. The study is being conducted by 
the Center for Applied Research in the Apos-
tolate, based at 
Georgetown 
University in 
Washington, 
on behalf  of  
the Emerg-
ing Models 
of  Pastoral 
L e a d e r s h i p 
Project. “This 
research will 
provide the 
U.S. church 
with the most 
comprehen-
sive and accurate picture of  parish life” since a 
Notre Dame study of  parishes was conducted 
in the 1980s, said Mercy Sister Mary Bendy-
na, CARA’s executive director and senior re-
search associate. “Among other things,” she 
said the study will “examine the new models 
and new structures for parish ministry that 
are emerging as parishes are reorganized and 
the people they serve are more diverse.” The 
study also will examine parishes that do not 
have pastors because of  a lack of  priests as 
well as multicultural parishes and parishes us-
ing multiple-parish ministry.

About 100 traditionalist Anglican 
parishes in the United States have de-
cided to join the Catholic Church as a group. 
Meeting in Orlando, the House of  Bishops 
of  the Anglican Church in America voted to 
seek entry into the Catholic Church under the 
guidelines established in Pope Benedict XVI’s 
apostolic constitution “Anglicanorum Coeti-
bus” (“Groups of  Anglicans”). The Anglican 
Church in America is part of  the Traditional 
Anglican Communion, a group of  churches 
which separated from the worldwide Angli-
can Communion in 1991. The Traditional 
Anglican Communion claims 400,000 mem-

bers worldwide. The request means the 100 
Anglican Church in America parishes will 
ask for group reception into the Catholic 
Church in a “personal ordinariate,” a struc-
ture similar to dioceses for former Anglicans 
who become Catholic. Churches under the 
personal ordinariate can retain their Angli-
can character and much of  their liturgy and 
practices — including married priests — 
while being in communion with the Catholic 
Church. The Anglican Church in America is 
the third group of  Anglican churches to re-
spond positively to the Vatican’s invitation.

AROUND THE WORLD

Pope Benedict XVI will make a two-
day trip to Spain in November, visiting 
the pilgrimage city of  Santiago de Compos-
tela and Barcelona. The trip, scheduled for 
Nov. 6-7, will be pope’s fifth this year. On the 
first day of  the trip, the pope will visit San-
tiago de Compostela, 
the northern Spanish 
city that became an 
important pilgrim des-
tination in the Middle 
Ages. Tradition holds 
that the remains of  
the Apostle James 
the Greater are bur-
ied there. The pope’s 
trip coincides with 
Santiago de Compos-
tela Holy Year, which occurs every time St. 
James’ feast day, July 25, falls on a Sunday. 
Traveling south, Pope Benedict will preside 
Nov. 7 over the consecration of  Barcelona’s 
famous church, La Sagrada Familia, the 
unfinished masterpiece by Catalan archi-
tect Antoni Gaudi. The Barcelona church, 
officially called the Temple Expiatori de la 
Sagrada Familia (Expiatory Temple of  the 
Holy Family), was begun in 1882 but was 
not completed by Gaudi. It has never been 
formally consecrated.

The religious orders and bish-
ops’ conferences dealing with cases 
of clerical sexual abuse of children in 
Germany, Austria and the Netherlands are 
acting quickly, decisively and with transpar-
ency to uncover the truth and assist the vic-
tims, said Vatican spokesman Jesuit Father 
Federico Lombardi. He said March 9 that 
the religious orders and bishops’ conferences 
not only “have proven their commitment to 
transparency, in a certain sense they have ac-
celerated the uncovering of  the problem by 
asking victims to come forward even when 
it involved cases from many years ago.” The 
correct way to proceed, he said, is to recognize 
what happened and concretely demonstrate 
concern for the victims and the consequences 
the abuse has had on them. The new revela-
tions of  abuse, mainly at Catholic schools, in 
Germany, Austria and the Netherlands as well 
as the recent report on abuse in Ireland, are 
motivating appropriate responses and “should 
be inserted in the context of  a problem that is 
wider and involves the safeguarding of  chil-
dren and youths from sexual abuse in society,” 
Father Lombardi said.

PEOPLE OF FAITH

Bishop John McDowell, a retired 
auxiliary bishop of Pittsburgh who 
helped draft the U.S. bishops’ landmark 1972 
document on catechesis, “To Teach As Jesus 
Did,” died Feb. 25 at 
Passavant Hospital in 
Pittsburgh. He was 88. 
“Bishop McDowell was 
a giant of  the church, a 
national figure in Cath-
olic education and an 
influential bishop in our 
national conference,” 
said Pittsburgh Bishop 
David Zubik. “We have 
lost a priest and bishop 
of  deep faith and a gen-
erous heart who used his God-given gifts for 
the good of  the church that have blessed us 
in so many different ways.” Bishop McDowell 
had retired in September 1996 after 30 years 
as a bishop.

Bishop John 
McDowell

Pope Benedict 
XVI

From staff  and wire reports

 The Erie Diocese has sent 
checks totaling $503,176.04 
to Catholic Relief  Services 
for Haiti Relief. The money 
was collected from members 
of  each of  the 120 Catholic 
parishes in the 13 counties of  
northwest Pennsylvania that 
make up the Erie Diocese. 
 Many offertory collections 
were supplemented by school 
children and religious educa-
tion students who held a va-
riety of  fundraisers and made 
personal donations.
 “This shows the great gen-
erosity of  our Catholic people 
for their suffering brothers and 
sisters in Haiti,” said Most 
Rev. Donald Trautman, bish-
op of  Erie. “Given the difficult 
financial constraints in our 
present economy, this is truly 
a miraculous outpouring.”
 The diocese has held similar 
collections for other disasters, 
collecting $369,773 for the vic-
tims of  the Indian Ocean tsu-
nami in 2004, and $593,937 
for the victims of  Hurricane 

Diocesan donation for
Haiti passes $500,000

Katrina the next year.
 Catholic Relief  Services 
is participating in collabora-
tive, strategic efforts for both 
immediate emergency relief  
and long-term recovery. Their 
current focus is on improving 
shelters for displaced Haitians 
awaiting the rainy season and 
stemming the outbreak of  dis-
ease due to poor sanitation 
conditions.
 Even as Catholic Relief  Ser-
vices continues to deliver relief  
supplies to the Haitian people, 
our staff  is working on long-
term recovery plans for this 
country, which was devastated 
by the January 12 earthquake 
that killed over 200,000.
 “We are working with the 
Haitian people now and will 
be for years to come,” says 
CRS President Ken Hackett. 
“Our fundraising for Haiti has 
passed the $90-million mark. 
We are grateful for such gen-
erosity, and our donors should 
know that we will spend all of  
this money, and much more, 
helping the people of  this dev-
astated country.”

By Barbara J. Fraser
Catholic News Service

 LIMA, Peru — As Salvador 
Pinera takes office as president 
of  Chile, his main task will be 
to oversee the country’s recovery 
from the strong earthquake Feb. 
27 that left a large area of  the na-
tion in shambles. 
 With quake damage estimated 
at $15 billion or more, Pinera’s 
March 11 inauguration was 
planned without the elaborate cel-
ebrations that usually accompany 
such events. 
 Meanwhile, church workers 
say the economic figures do not 
reveal the human tragedy of  the 
disaster. 
 In the rural area of  Rancagua, 
near the epicenter of  the magni-
tude 8.8 earthquake, “There is 
considerable damage. Families 
are terribly affected. People are 
only surviving thanks to assis-
tance” from churches, the govern-
ment and aid organizations, said 
Cesar Morales, who heads the 
Rancagua diocesan social pasto-
ral and Caritas office. 
 In the diocese of  about 600,000 
people, 19,000 families lost their 

Recovery from earthquake moves forward 
in rural Chilean communities

homes and 22,000 houses were 
damaged, Morales told Catholic 
News Service in a telephone inter-
view. 
 “We still don’t know the full ex-
tent of  the disaster,” he said. As of  
March 10, the government put the 
death toll nationwide at 528. 
 Many people in the diocese’s 
65 parishes work as day laborers 
on large farms in the region. Only 
about one month remains until 
the end of  the harvest season, and 
people usually count on their sav-
ings to see them through the win-
ter, Morales said. 
 “Now they are going to have to 
use their money to rebuild their 
houses or rent,” he said. “They 
are going to spend everything.” 
 Although the government has 
pledged reconstruction assistance, 
“We still don’t know what benefits 
the government will provide,” he 
said. “A lot of  people will prob-
ably end up with nothing.”
 In cities and towns throughout 
the hard-hit Maule and Bio-Bio 
regions south of  Santiago, the 
Chilean capital, people lost their 
livelihoods to the earthquake. 
 In neighborhoods where homes 
were not badly damaged, people 

slowly began reopening shops in 
their homes, said Sister Margaret 
O’Rourke, a California-born Sis-
ter of  St. Joseph of  Carondelet 
who lives in a poor area on the 
outskirts of  Talca, a town of  about 
80,000 people. 
 But in the older city center, 
houses, shops, offices and church-
es made of  adobe were destroyed.
 “A lot of  people worked in small 

businesses that have collapsed,” 
Sister Margaret said. While some 
will probably reopen eventually, 
others may not. Meanwhile, their 
employees are out of  work.
 The earthquake has created 
some jobs, however. Unemployed 
men in Sister Margaret’s neighbor-
hood are finding work rebuilding 

A priest celebrates Mass for earthquake survivors in front of a dam-
aged church in Constitucion, Chile, March 7. The magnitude 8.8 
quake that struck central Chile early Feb. 27 left more than 800 peo-
ple dead and tens of thousands homeless. (CNS photo)

It’s Your Career.  
Maybe You Ought to Consider This…

Prosper by Bringing Prosperity

Protect your family 
by Protecting Others

  

  

Men who are frustrated by unproductive jobs or alarmed at 
the lack of values in the workplace rarely consider working for 
the Knights of Columbus as an alternative. Consider yourself 
called. Maybe you bring more to the table than you know. 
Contact me now. See if you qualify for this opportunity.

Arthur A. Ardire, FICF CSA  
814-375-1205
arthur.ardire@kofc.org

Monte Carlo Night
Saturday, April 10

6-11:30 PM
St. Paul’s Center - 16th and Walnut Sts.

Admission: 
$5 per person
(Must be 18 or older.)

GRAND AWARD AT 11PM
• Games • Get-together 
• Door prizes • Snacks 
• Food • Refreshments

Sponsored by St. Paul’s Catholic Church 1500 Club

 A number of  folks have inquired about gifts 
for Bishop Donald Trautman’s anniversaries. 
Bishop Trautman will celebrate his 25th an-
niversary as a bishop and 20th anniversary 
as bishop of  the Diocese of  Erie on Tuesday, 
April 13 with a 2:30 p.m. Mass at St. Peter 
Cathedral in Erie. 
 The bishop is respectfully declining per-
sonal gifts, asking simply that people pray for 
the intentions close to his heart. However, in 
honor of  the occasion, The Catholic Founda-
tion has established the Bishop Donald W. 
Trautman Feed My Sheep Endowment Fund. 
“Feed My Sheep” is the bishop’s episcopal motto and appears on 
his official coat of  arms. 
 The endowment is earmarked for youth (schools, religious edu-
cation, and youth ministry) and those suffering from spiritual and 
material poverty. All donations will be recorded in the bishop’s 
honor and may be sent to The Catholic Foundation at 429 E. 
Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16504 or contributed online at www.
mycatholicfoundation.org. For further information, contact Dr. 
Emma Lee McCloskey, president of  The Catholic Foundation, at 
814.824.1236 or e-mail emccloskey@eriercd.org. 
 A Seattle pastor who was present in St. Peter’s Square as a semi-
narian in 1963 when Pope Paul VI presented the Second Vatican 
Council’s liturgical document, “Sacrosanctum Concilium,” is lead-
ing a campaign to delay implementation of  the latest English trans-
lation of  the Roman Missal. Father Michael Ryan, pastor of  St. 
James Cathedral in Seattle since 1988, has gathered nearly 20,000 
signatures from English-speaking Catholics around the world ask-
ing that the new translations of  the prayers used at Mass be tested 
through a pilot program at selected parishes for a year before their 
full implementation. 
 As of  March 15, his Web site at www.whatifwejustsaidwait.org 
had registered 19,556 signatures from people who identified them-
selves as Catholic priests, deacons, religious or laypeople from Eng-
land, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the U.S. and other 
English-speaking countries. 
 “We are convinced that adopting translations that are highly 
controversial, and which leaders among our bishops as well as 
many highly respected liturgists and linguists consider to be seri-
ously flawed, will be a grave mistake,” says a “statement of  con-
cern” endorsed by the signers. 
 But Bishop Arthur Serratelli of  Paterson, N.J., chairman of  
the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship, said in an article 
for the March 1 edition of  America magazine that “the translation 
process has involved linguistic, biblical and liturgical scholars from 
each of  the 11 English-speaking countries” that belong to the Inter-
national Commission on English in the Liturgy. “The texts may be 
unfamiliar now, but the more one understands their meaning, the 
more meaningful their use will be in the liturgy,” he added.

 Jason Koshinskie is editor of  FaithLife. Contact him at JKoshinskie@
ErieRCD.org  or 814.824.1171.
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Tours to Italy
See the best of 
Italy and the 
town of your 

family roots in 
Abruzzo, Puglia, 
Calabria, Sicily, 

etc.

Customized tours for 
churches, clubs, seniors, 
family groups are also 
our specialty.

Call 1-800-829-2201
email: italiantours@aol.com
www.italianheritagetours.com
Doing tours for 32 years!

Italy / Switzerland: May 1-13 /May 15-27
May 29-June 10 / June 26-July 8 / July 3-15 / July 17-29...
Italy Regular: April 17-25 / June 26-July 4 / Sept 18-26... 
Tuscany: June 30-July 10 / October 7-17
Holy Land: April 19-29 / May 29-June 8 / June 30-July 10 
Sept 9-19 / Sept 20-30 / Oct 7-17 / Oct 18-28 / Nov 8-18
Ireland / Scotland: May 29-June 10 / July 10-22
France: June 30-July 12 / July 12-24 / October 2-14
Spain: June 30-July 12 / Sept 18-30
Greece: June 30-July 10 / Sept 18-28

Anthony Nachef, PhD (Theology)
Toll free: 877-994-8259

508-340-9370 
Anthony@proximotravel.com 
web:www.Proximotravel.com

PROXIMO TRAVEL 2010

from 
anywhere 

in the 
USA

All-
Inclusive

9-day trip:
$3,390

13-day trip:
($3,990)

Air fare 
included

on all 
trips

Sponsor a child through CFCA’s Hope for a Family 
program. Join the lay-Catholic movement and help 

a family build a path out of poverty. 

www.hopeforafamily.org  (800) 875-6564

Introduce your child to another culture,  
   a new friend and the joy of giving back.

Give hope. Get hope.

Zena, her daughter, 
Aviana and their 
sponsored child, 

Angelica

STUMP 
Back yards - tight spots - No problem

Ken (814) 474-2195 or
(814) 397-0384

GRINDING 
by Ken Eaton

Free estimates, Insured, Shrubs and 
small trees removed, Prompt service

LICENSE PA 056587

pick up prescriptions?
doctor appointments?
go grocery shopping? 
or just go for a ride 

around the peninsula?

Call Dennis at (814) 746-0897
Very reasonable rates

Do you need help 
getting your elderly 
family member to...

Sister Nancy Murray as 
St. Catherine of Siena

By Amy B. Hill
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference

 Every election year, the Penn-
sylvania Catholic Conference 
(PCC) encourages people to reg-
ister to vote and cast their ballot.  
Every vote matters, and PCC re-
minds Catholics particularly that 
“the church’s obligation to partic-
ipate in shaping the moral char-
acter of  society is a requirement 
of  our faith.” (Faithful Citizenship, 
No. 9, 2007)
 In addition to the election, 
in 2010 all Pennsylvanians (not 
just registered voters) will have a 
different kind of  opportunity to 
shape the future of  public policy 
in our state – the U.S. Census.
 The census counts every resi-
dent in the United States.  It is 
required by the U.S. Constitution 
to take place every 10 years. The 
census shows state population 
which determines representa-
tion in the U.S. House of  Rep-
resentatives.  Pennsylvania has 
been considered a key player in 
several high profile legislative is-
sues recently.  An accurate census 
means Pennsylvania will have the 
correct number of  representatives 
in Congress and they will repre-
sent districts that really reflect the 
character of  the people who live 
there. This is important for mak-
ing sure our voice is heard.
 Furthermore, funding for criti-

Census 2010—Counting all Pennsylvanians
cal community 
services and the lo-
cation of  schools, 
hospitals, senior 
centers and other 
facilities depends 
on accurate census 
data. Each year, 
up to $400 billion 
in federal funding 
is distributed to 
the states based on 
formulas derived 
from census num-
bers.  These needs 
cannot be met if  
Pennsylvania does 
not receive its fair 
share.

This month, census forms will 
be delivered to every residence in 
the United States. Residents are 
asked to answer the questions and 
then mail the form back in the 
postage-paid envelope provided. 
If  the form is not mailed back, a 
census taker will visit the house to 
ask the questions from the form in 
person.

Every question provides valu-
able information for shaping the 
future.  But it is important to note 
that any personal data you pro-
vide is protected under federal 
law. Title 13 of  the U.S. Code pro-
tects the confidentiality of  all the 
information. In addition, other 
federal laws, including the Con-
fidential Statistical Efficiency Act 

and the Privacy Act, reinforce 
these protections.  It is against 
the law for the census to publish 
names, addresses or phone num-
bers. Violating this law is a crime 
with severe penalties.
 The 2010 census form is just 
10 questions, such as name, 
gender, age, date of  birth, race, 
household relationship, if  you 
own or rent your home and 
whether you are of  Hispanic ori-
gin.  The census wants to know 
who is living in your house on 
April 1, 2010.
 The census does not ask about 
the legal status of  respondents or 
their Social Security numbers.  
The census does not share the 
information it collects with other 
federal agencies such as the In-

ternal Revenue Service (IRS) or 
the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agency.

More information about 
the 2010 census is available at 
www.2010Census.gov. 

Amy B. Hill is communications 
director of  the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference – the public affairs arm of  
Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and 
the Catholic dioceses of  Pennsylvania. 

GET READY TO TAKE OFF 
TO THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY CATHOLIC CHARITIES BALL

Arrival      Departure

7PM  11PM

BAYFRONT CONVENTION CENTER ERIE PA

TENNESSEE BACKPORCH / DANCE COMPETITION

Date

FRIDAY APRIL 16 2010

25TH ANNIVERSARY  BISHOP DONALD W. TRAUTMAN
HELPING HANDS AWARD RECIPIENTS 

AM AND MA TOOH Y

LOCAL CELEBRITY DANCE COMPETITORS
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T

DIAMOND CIRCLE
SPONSOR

PHONE 814-824-1250 OR EMAIL KOCHS@ERIERCD.ORG
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$75.00 PER PASSENGER
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First conference: 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 14th

Retreat ends by noon on Friday, June 18th
Offering: $300, Call (315) 446-2680 for Reservations

Retreat for Priests

PRESENTED BY: Fr. John Anglin, OFM

PRIESTHOOD: A CALL TO LOVE GOD’S PEOPLE

Monday, June 14th
to

Friday, June 18th

CHRIST THE KING RETREAT HOUSE
500 Brookford Road, Syracuse, NY 13224

Fish and Shrimp Dinner
Fridays: March 12, 19, 26

4:30-7:00 pm
Holy Cross Catholic Church - Fairview

7100 West Ridge Road 
Adult:$8, Child:$5, Takeouts available

and repairing houses, she said. 
 Along the central Chilean 
coast, a series of  huge waves 
damaged or destroyed hundreds 
of  boats, leaving small fishermen 
with no way to earn a living, said 
Gabriela Gutierrez, head of  the 
social pastoral and Caritas office 
in Concepcion, the largest city 
near the earthquake’s epicenter. 
 Waves swept through 10 fish-
ing villages in the Bio-Bio region, 
damaging 28 large fishing boats 
and 400 small ones, 50 of  which 
were destroyed, according to gov-
ernment authorities. They esti-
mated that 15,000 fishermen lost 
boats and other equipment, such 
as nets, motors and diving gear. 

Recovery from earthquake moves forward 
 Many other people also lost 
the tools of  their trade, Guti-
errez said. Cars used as taxis 
were destroyed or swept out to 
sea, and home workshops col-
lapsed. 
 Despite the devastation, peo-
ple are getting over the initial 
shock, beginning to clear rubble 
and planning to rebuild, Gutier-
rez said. Stores and businesses 
were reopening and electricity 
and water service were being 
restored. Authorities reduced 
the hours of  the curfew that was 
imposed to stop looting. 
 Many people are still living in 
tents outside their homes, out of  
fear of  the constant aftershocks 
shaking the region or because 
the houses are unsafe.

Tenebrae service in Titusville
TITUSVILLE – “Shadows,” a service of  Tenebrae, music by 

Douglas E. Wagner, will be celebrated on Friday, March 26, at 7 
p.m. at St. Titus Parish in Titusville.

The Catholic Communitiy of  Titusville 
will present the service, which focuses on 
the seven episodes in the passion and death 
of  Christ. Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or 
“shadows,” is the practice of  extinguishing 
six of  the seven candles after each section 
of  selected Scripture, choral meditation 
and responsive psalm readings. Participants 
include Father Skip Davis, Becky Smith (narrator), the St. Titus 
choir under the direction of  Allison Molli Mattis and the St. Wal-
burga choir under the direction of  Joanna Dittrich.

‘We Watched Him Die’ Passion play at  
St. Patrick

ERIE – The St. Patrick Players will present a play set between 
the death and resurrection of  Jesus. “We Watched Him Die” will 
be performed on Palm Sunday, March 28 at 4 p.m., and on Good 
Friday, April 2 at 7 p.m. at St. Patrick Parish, 130 E. Fourth St., 
Erie. There is no admission charge. A free-will offering will be 
taken.

Retreat for girls April 9-10 in Albion
ALBION – Need some girl time? Join St. Lawrence Parish in 

Albion for an overnight retreat to learn how to take care of  your-
self  and your girlfriends. Relax, rejuvenate and re-prioritize your 
life and learn how to take care of  your fellow chic friends to be a 
true sister in Christ. Listen to talks, play games, pray, eat, fellow-
ship and just “be” with God and each other. 

The retreat begins Friday, April 9 with registration at 6:30 p.m. 
and ends Saturday, April 10 at 6 p.m. Cost is $25 and includes all 
meals and snacks. The itinerary includes a 4 p.m. Mass on Satur-
day. The retreat is open to all girls ages 13 and up. See your youth 
leader for a registration form. 

Registrations must be received at St. Lawrence no later than 
Tuesday, April 6. For questions, contact Kathleen Peterson at 
814.460.1216 or e-mail roaminkath@roadrunner.com. For more 
information and a registration form, visit www.onthevine.us.

A performance on the life of  
St. Catherine of Siena

DUBOIS – St. Catherine of  
Siena Parish in DuBois is spon-
soring a performance on the life of  
St. Catherine of  Siena performed 
by Sister Nancy Murray, OP, on 
Friday, April 30 at 7 p.m. 

Sister Nancy, a sister to actor 
Bill Murray, is making her mark 
on audiences across the country 
and throughout the world, bring-
ing to life the Dominican saint 
Catherine of  Siena, Doctor of  the 
Church. With simple props and 
fertile imagination, she portrays 
Catherine as the colorful, strong, 
passionate and enthusiastic per-
sonality that she was. 

The performance will be held at DuBois Area Catholic Schools 
Auditorium. For more information, contact the parish office at 
814.371.8556 or e-mail sienadubois@verizon.net. A free will of-
fering will be taken.

The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting 
census takers for the 2010 Census. 
These short-term jobs ($11.50/hour) 

and reimbursement for authorized 
work-related expenses. Workers are 
needed in Erie, Crawford and Mercer 
counties. Call 814.314.2180.



College
is just

around
the corner

And so is Gannon.
It’s close to home, family and friends, and has a great 
lineup of nearly 100 undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs in all the most sought after areas of 
interest. Programs in the Health Professions, Business, 
Engineering, Science, Education, and Biotechnology, 
among others, are taught in small classes by dynamic 
professors who love what they do.

Schedule a visit by calling 1-800-GANNON-U or visiting 
www.gannon.edu today! 

Believe in the possibilities.

www.gannon.edu  |  1-800-GANNON-U

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH:
UNWANTED WEIGHT AND FAT?

OUT OF CONTROL APPETITE AND CRAVINGS?
BALANCING YOUR BLOOD SUGAR?

BALANCING YOUR BOWEL FUNCTION?
HIGH CHOLESTEROL?

MAYBE YOU JUST WANT TO FIT INTO 
A SMALLER SIZE AND LOSE THAT BELLY FAT?

IF ANY OF THESE STRUGGLES ARE YOURS, CALL MY 
NUMBER BELOW. I WILL SHARE WITH YOU WHAT

 I FOUND TO BE A BLESSING FOR SO MANY PEOPLE.

814-834-2627

 MEADVILLE – Seton Catholic School 
in Meadville recently joined with others 
across the country March 2 for national 
Read Across America Day and the birthday 
of  Dr. Seuss. Seton held a Seuss-themed 
door decorating contest, a birthday party 
with cupcakes donated by Ponderosa and 
a “Green Eggs and Ham” breakfast with 
donations from Sperry Farms and Schweb-
els. After breakfast, students enjoyed the 
chance to hear a story from “The Cat In 
The Hat” himself.

St. George sweeps 
diocesan boys, 
girls basketball 
championships

 ERIE – The St. George School 
(Erie) varsity boys and girls bas-
ketball teams have swept the di-
ocesan championship and have 
advanced to the state playoffs. 
 The St. George boys defeated 
St. Patrick School of  Franklin 
47-18 on March 2 to win the Erie 
Diocesan Championship for the 
right to go to the state playoffs 
March 19-21 in Harrisburg. 
 To get to the championship, 
the Lancers defeated St. Peter 
Cathedral School (Erie) 55-21 on 
Feb. 25 to win the Erie Region 
Catholic Grade School Cham-
pionship and beat St. Joseph 
School (Sharon) 63-28 on Feb. 28 
in the semifinals of  the diocesan 
tournament. 
 The St. George girls defeated 
Tri-County champion St. Ste-
phen School (Oil City) 40-28 on 
March 2 to win the Erie Diocesan 
championship. The win qualified 
the girls for the state tournament 
March 19-21, which is being held 
at Blessed Sacrament in Erie. 
 To get to the diocesan cham-
pionship, the St. George girls 
defeated Mount Carmel School 
(Erie) 32-20 on Feb. 25 to win the 
Erie Parochial League title.

OLP hosts multi-cultural soccer game
 ERIE – High school youth 
from Our Lady of  Peace Parish 
in Erie and Catholic Charities’ 
refugee community gathered for 
a pick-up soccer game and so-
cial get-together Feb. 28 in OLP 
School’s Daily Center. Some of  
the countries represented in the 
game included Nepal, Burundi, 
Burma, Bhutan, Somalia and Su-
dan, as well as the United States. 
 After playing, the students 
gathered for pizza. 
 The event is a continuation of  
a relationship building between 
Our Lady of  Peace and the 
Catholic Charities refugee com-
munity. In December, more than 
250 area refugees joined OLP pa-
rishioners for Mass followed by 
a luncheon with music and danc-
ing in the school cafeteria. 
 The parish’s long-term goal 
is to foster a relationship and 
build community between the 
two groups, said Laura Drapcho, 
OLP’s coordinator of  religious 
education. 
 “We’re called to build com-
munity not just within our own 
parish but with the rest of  the 
world,” Drapcho said. 

 The community building began 
when the parish adopted a refugee 
family for Christmas, which in-
volved the parish’s religious edu-
cation students. 
 “Hopefully we can get the en-
tire parish involved,” Drapcho 
said. “We want this to be an on-
going long-term relationship. 
The refugee community has gifts 
that it can share with us, and we 
have gifts that we can share with 
them.” 
 Kelley Smith, a volunteer co-
ordinator and case manager with 

Catholic Charities, said a big em-
phasis in working with refugees is 
helping them with sustainability 
issues such as ESL classes and 
employment counseling. 
 “Our biggest need isn’t mon-
etary,” Smith said. “What we re-
ally need are volunteers to help 
them with transportation, help 
them with the culture and just be 
their friend.” 
 For more information on mi-
gration and refugee services in 
the Catholic Church, visit http://
www.usccb.org/mrs/index.shtml.

Members of  the St. George boys varsity basketball team, left to right: 
(front row) Sanel Burzic, Joe Baltes, Joe Causgrove, Sam Riley, 
(standing) coach Mike Colpoys, Matt Colpoys, Jamie Szymczak, 
Ted DeSanti, Tyree Spearman, Matt Viera, Ryan Dill, John Dill and 
coach Paul Causgrove.

Members of  the St. George girls varsity basketball team, left to right: 
(front row) Abby Kenski, Jessica Damico, Morgan Putnam, Marga-
ret Carroll, Lexi Simpson, (standing) coach Allison Roberts, coach 
Bonita Booker, Mariah Elwell, Hannah Sebastian, Nicole Maxson, 
Anna Corritore, coach Sara Persing and head coach Amanda Ulrich.

Cursillo dance raises funds for My Father’s House
 ERIE – The past presidents of  
the Erie Diocesan Cursillo Move-
ment recently held their annual 
St. Valentine’s Day charity dance 
at Holy Rosary Parish in Erie.  
 The 2010 dance raised 
$1019.70. Proceeds this year went 
to My Father’s House of  Erie, 
a non-profit transitional living 
home whose purpose is to provide 
a structured living environment 
and community services designed 
to help homeless and abused 
women and their children.  
 Pictured from left to right are 
Father John Jacquel, co-spiritual 
director for Cursillo and pastor 
of  St. John the Baptist Parish in 
Erie, Sandi Matts of  My Father’s 

House and Dennis Jobczynski, 
lead coordinator of  the dance.  
 The Cursillo Movement seeks 
to enhance the faith life of  its par-
ticipants through a “short course” 

in Christianity weekend experi-
ence. For more information on 
Cursillo, visit www.ErieCur-
sillo.org or contact the office at 
814.824.1118.

Greenville Girl Scouts sending troops cookies for Easter
 GREENVILLE – Members of  
Girl Scout Troop 30952 in Green-
ville are sending sweets to U.S. 
troops overseas for Easter. The 
troop has collected more than 
120 boxes of  cookies so far to 
add to the care packages that St. 
Michael Parish in Greenville will 
be sending overseas to members 
of  all military branches from the 
area. The girls also made thank 
you cards to add to the packages. 
 St. Michael concluded its cel-
ebration of  National Girl Scout 
Week with Mass on March 14. 
All Girl Scouts past and present 
were invited to attend. Cookies 
were sold and collected for troops 
after all Masses March 13-14. 
 Pictured left to right are (front 
row) Kathy Williams, Han-
nah Brewer, Hannah Leonard, 
Zarah Hershberger, Katie Leon-
ard, (back row) Lily Svirbly, Ma-
kayla Utlak, Father Dan Hoff-
man, Shaughnesy Clark, Leah 
Mairacher, Jacklyn Toth and 
Marissa Clark.
 The troop does a number 

of  additional service projects 
throughout the year, troop leader 
Roseanne Hershberger reports. 
The girls participate in Operation 
Shoebox, which sends shoeboxes 
of  toys, candy and clothing to 
countries hit by disasters, war and 
famine at Christmastime and they 

make regular visits to St. Paul’s, a 
continuing care retirement com-
munity in Greenville, where they 
perform a Christmas pagent and 
make Easter and St. Valentine’s 
Day decorations with residents. 
They are also planning a talent 
show in May.

Seton celebrates Read Across America, Dr. Seuss

 Performed only once every ten years!
May 17-26: Switzerland and Austria

July 3-10: Bavaria and Austria
May 17-27: Holy Land Tour

Oberammergau Passion Play

For packet of detailed information: 
724-722-3141

Email: padre16201@yahoo.com 
Seven Dolors Church, PO Box 308, Yukon, PA 15698


