
Windows Security and Windows Defender 

Open Windows Security to view Defender settings. 

1. Click the white and green Windows Security icon by the clock on your taskbar.   (It may be 

hidden under the ^ button).  You can also click the start menu button and search for Defender. 

2. Under Virus and threat protection settings, choose Manage Settings 

3. The following settings should be set to On. 

• Real-time protection 

• Cloud-delivered protection 

• Automatic Sample Submission 

 

If you’d like to unhide the Windows Security icon so you can see it’s status, press the start 

button on your keyboard or click the start button on your taskbar. 

1. Type taskbar icons 

2. Click Select which icons appear in the task bar. 

3. Click the toggle next to Windows Security Notification Icon to turn it green. 

Getting virus protection updates:    

To help ensure your antimalware solution detects the latest threats, get updates automatically as 

part of Windows Update.  To check the status of Windows Security: 

1. Click the white and green Windows Security icon by the clock on your taskbar.   (It may be 

hidden under the ^ button).  You can also click the start menu button and search for Defender. 

2. Under the heading Virus and Protection Updates, click Check for updates. You should see today’s 

date. 

Make sure you are getting monthly updates through Windows Updates: 

Windows defender is updated through Windows Update.  Quality updates (also are referred to as 

"cumulative updates" or "cumulative quality updates") are the mandatory updates installed 

automatically  every month through Windows Update - usually, every second Tuesday of every 

month ("Patch Tuesday").  These maintenance updates are meant to fix bugs, errors, patch security 

vulnerabilities, and improve reliability with the current version of Windows 10.  Is your computer 

getting updates automatically? 

1. Select the Start button and click the gear icon (Settings) 

2. Click Update & security and choose Windows Update.  You should see You’re up to date. 

3. Select Advanced options. 

4. Under Choose how updates are installed, select Automatic (recommended).   

What version of Windows are you using:    Getting monthly updates isn’t enough.  You must install 

feature updates as well.  Feature updates come out twice a year.   They are technically new versions 

of Windows 10.  They are only supported for 18 months.    After that, your computer is at risk.    

What version of Windows 10 are you using? 

1. Press the Windows start button on your keyboard (by the space bar) or the click start button on 

your taskbar. 

2. Type Run and click Run at the top of the search results. 

3. Type Winver in the search box and click OK. 

4. The results should say at least Windows 10 version 20H2 released in October of 2020.   The newest 

version, released on 5/18 is 21H1.   If your version doesn’t match, your computer is at risk for viruses 

and actions of malicious individuals.  Putting your data at risk, puts your parishioner private 

information at risk. 


