
          Knights of Columbus 

Coucil #403, Bradford, Pa. - September 09, 2025, Sacred Heart Church, St. Mary’s, Pa. 

EXEMPLIFICATION OF PATRIOTISM 

 

Master’s Staff, Diocesan Coordinators & Degree Team 

Along with YOUR new ………..……… Sir Knights 



 

Sir Knights of Council #403 
Master Kenneth E. Grugel – Center 

Front: Shawn Galbraith, John Place, Andy Kearns, Craig Cuthbertson, Tom Podlewski 

Rear: Jeff Hilzinger, Larry Brown, Doug Kuntz, Mark Steffan, Tony Haller  



           

Craig & Jeff receiving their 4th Degree pins 

 

Entire group: Degree Team, Knights, Sir Knights & Guests 



 

Pre-Exemplification ….. The Degree Team briefing candidates and guests 
 

Who are “Sir Knights”: They are the men who have chosen to embrace the Order’s fourth principle of 

patriotism, the men who lead the efforts to reach out to veterans and active military and to embody the fact 

that one can be a faithful Catholic: and also be a faithful citizen. When the Knights of Columbus was 

founded in 1882, three principles united its members: Charity, Unity and Fraternity. At that time people 

feared that members of the Catholic faith owed their entire allegiance to the Church and could not be 

trusted as citizens of their country. Patriotism was added to the Order’s principles in 1900, based on the idea 

that Knights are loyal to both God & Country. 
Never forget, it was the Knights of Columbus, supported by Pres. Eisenhower (1954) that added “one nation under God” to the pledge! 
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